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determined to return to India at once to give assistance to    CHAP.
the King  of  Cochin.     Having arrived at Anjediva the      IY'
weather  became so bad that it was resolved to remain      A<B>

^tliere for the winter, and to  proceed to Cochin in the     1503.
spring.

In the meanwhile Trimumpara raised what troops he
could, and made other necessary preparations to resist the
impending invasion by the King of Caliciit. Besides hav-
ing a comparatively small army, he was beset by further
difficulties, owing to the fact that at this important junc-
ture many of his subjects and tributary chiefs deserted to
the Zamorin.

The Zamorin, at the head of a force of 50,000 men>
consisting of his own Nairs and the deserters from
Cochin, marched to- Kepelim,* sixteen miles from Cochin,
where he arrived on the 31st of March, 1503. At this

, juncture the Portuguese who were then at Cochin offered
to retire to Cananor in order to relieve Trimumpara from
he impending danger ; but this he would not hear of,
and desired that they should remain.

Trimumpara gave the command of his army to Narayan,
the heir-apparent of the Cochin State, and sent him with
5,500 men to guard a pass through which it was expected
the Zamorin would attempt to advance. On the 2nd
April the Calicut army made an attempt on this pass,
but were driven back. Next day Narayan was again-
attacked, but succeeded in holding his position on this
and on several subsequent similar attacks. Having thus
failed to effect his object by force, the Zamorin contrived
to gain over to his interest by means of large bribes the
/paymaster of the King of Cochin's army, who accordingly

f jlected, as heretofore, to issue regular daily payments
the  troops.    Disaffection then soon began  to   show
juoelf in Trimumpara' s army, and numbers deserted.    As
soon as the forces under Narayan had been thus consider-
ably reduced, the Zamorin's forces made an attack in

* An island city and king-dona between Calicut and Cochin.
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